THE   FOLK
Not many years ago there was a village boy who had been ill
with a tumour on his leg for the greater part of a year. His parents
ignored the advice of a doctor and instead sought out the local
wise woman who advised them to kill a lizard with slow and regular
blows with the index finger. It then had to be put in an egg-shell
into which the boy had to pass water until the shell was full.
This concoction was then left in the smoke of the hearth for three
days and it was then applied to the tumour, the lizard skin being
used as a brush. In another instance cattle were driven over a
sick woman and, very naturally, the patient died. There have
been many similarly dreadful cases and there were many prosecu-
tions by the authorities, but in spite of them, wrote a contributor
to one newspaper, " the feiticeiras continue to ply their trade,
principally in the villages, but also to a lesser degree in the towns.
A man falls ill, and his relations have recourse to the bruxa. They
send for the latter or lift the invalid, often at the point of death,
on to a mule, and set off over the mountains along precipitous
paths which would be difficult even for the hale and hearty. They
take with them the customary presents of wine and oil, chickens
and cheeses, which they humbly present to the bruxa or fada
(another kind of witch). These, with a grave air, are so gracious
as to comply with the request made to them and prescribe the most
ridiculous remedies to cure the gravest illnesses". The province
referred to was that of Tras-os-Montes.
A climax was reached at Oliveira, a hamlet in the Douro, in
February, 1933. An epileptic woman was said to possess an evil
spirit which, according to a witch-doctor, had caused the illness
of a neighbour. She was first thrashed into insensibility and then
burnt to death by the villagers. This burning was carried out with
the best of intentions and in the belief that the victim would not
only survive the flames but would return to her home unharmed
and " liberated " from the evil spirit that possessed her. The burn-
ing was accompanied by the reading aloud of " exorcisms " taken
from the Book of Saint Cyprian, a renegade saint who was supposed
by the people to have sold his soul to the devil. This incident
caused a wave of horror and revulsion to pass over Portugal.
Country lore can be a national asset. In Portugal, as in other
countries, many of the things of the folk are passing and, inevitably,
their gradual disappearance is regretted by folk-lorists who see a
measure of vandalism in the uprooting of innocent or harmless
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